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It is essential to have the proper protective 
equipment when journeying into beekeeping. No 
one enjoys being stung by bees, and a proper fitting 
suit, veil, and gloves will reduce that risk. Protective 
equipment comes in a variety of protection levels 
that you may choose from, based on your comfort 
level and the temperament of your bees.

It is a good practice to start your beekeeping journey 
with a full suit and gloves. You can always scale down 
coverage as you develop your beekeeping skills 
and learn your personal tolerance for bee stings. In 
addition, it is wise to have access to more protective 
gear in case you need to work your bees in less-than-
ideal weather, if bees are aggressive, or in situations 
when you are causing major disturbances near hives 
such as using a lawn mower.

No amount of protective gear will prevent 100 
percent of bee stings. Most materials used are highly 
sting resistant rather than completely sting-proof. 
Additionally, user error, like leaving a small gap near 
a zipper, can occasionally result in a sting. You should 
consult a medical doctor before starting beekeeping 
if there is any reason to suspect you have a serious 
allergic reaction to bee stings.

Veils
Veils protect only the face, head, and neck (Fig. 1). 
They are generally made up of a hat and mesh 
fabric that is held in place by a zipper, tie string, or 
elastic bands. Veils come in different shapes and 
configurations. Some have a built-in hat, while others 
either fit over a beekeeping helmet or are part of a 
hood. Veil shapes are round or square.

Figure 1. A round beekeeping veil.
Photo courtesy of Emily Edwards

There is always a chance that a bee can find their way 
into a veil, usually around where the mesh meets 
a shirt collar. If you find yourself in this situation, 
calmly walk away from the hive before trying to get 
it out. The bee may not intend to sting and can be 
gently herded out with a hand without removing the 
entire veil. If the bee is in a defensive state, it is still 
better to be stung once than to panic and remove 
your veil, which gives many more bees access to you!
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Suits
Suits cover the entire body, leaving only the feet and 
hands exposed (Fig. 2). They generally have a built-in 
veil that zips onto the main suit, though some suits 
may be composed of coveralls along with a separate 
hat and veil. Full suits are the most protective option. 
When zipped and sealed properly, and paired with 
proper shoes and bee gloves, the beekeeper is fully 
covered.

Figure 2. Two types of beekeeping suits: 
left, a hooded style; and right, coveralls 

worn with a hat and square veil.
Photo courtesy of Texas A&M AgriLife

Suit veil shapes may be hooded, square, or round. 
Wearing a cap is recommended under hooded veils 
to hold the mesh away from your face. Otherwise, 
movements or wind can bring the mesh portion 
of the veil into contact with your skin, resulting in 
potential stings. Some beekeepers also prefer to 
wear a headband to protect their eyes from sweat 
and prevent their ears from touching the sides of the 
veil.

Jackets
Jackets protect the torso and head (Fig. 3). They 
can provide a good level of protection when paired 
with proper pants such as heavy denim jeans. Many 
companies also sell beekeeping pants to slip over 
clothing as needed.

Figure 3. A beekeeping jacket.
Photo courtesy of Texas A&M AgriLife

Bee suits and jackets should fit loosely. While suited, 
the beekeeper should be able to touch their toes 
without the suit or jacket pulling tight along their 
back, or pulling the veil against their face.

Jacket veils may also come hooded, square, or round.

Shoes 
Shoes should cover the ankle to ensure that the 
entire body is protected. If a beekeeper does not 
have boots, or prefers not to wear them, ankle 
straps and stirrups are available through beekeeping 
suppliers to protect the ankle area. This is also good 
for suits that have lost elasticity around the leg.

For added protection around especially agitated 
hives, many beekeepers also use a one- or two-inch 
piece of tape (often duct or painters’ tape) to cover 
any accidental openings around zippers (Fig. 4). 

Figure 4. Left, untaped zipper; right, tape 
used to close a zipper on a beekeeping suit.

Photo courtesy of Texas A&M AgriLife

When suiting up, double-check that all zippers are 
zipped and Velcro is attached properly. Inspect the 
beekeeping suit regularly for holes, tears, worn 
spots, or damaged zippers. Holes in the veil can be 
repaired by sewing, or with fabric or silicon glue.
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Beekeeping Gloves
Beekeeping gloves are specifically designed for 
beekeeping (Fig. 5). They may be made of latex 
(rubber) or different weights of leather and have 
attached sleeves to prevent stings near the wrist, 
which could happen with regular gloves. The sleeves 
vary in construction of material. Gloves should be 
worn over the bee suit or jacket and pulled up the 
arm to provide the best protection.

Figure 5. Beekeeping gloves.
Photo courtesy of Texas A&M AgriLife

Protective Clothing Maintenance
Suits and jackets are available in various fabrics. 
Polycotton (or cotton) and vented are the two most 
commonly used. Vented fabric is composed of layers 
of netting that allows air to flow and cool the body. 
This is a good option in Texas, as cotton canvas suits 
can be very hot in the summer months.

Suits can be washed if they get dirty, although 
beekeepers have varying thoughts on that matter. If 
the suit needs to be washed, remove the hood or veil; 

use a mild, unscented detergent; and hang dry. When 
not in use, the bee suit should be hung up to dry out 
and vent. A folded suit may mold.

Gloves rarely fit perfectly. When choosing gloves, it 
is important to remember that tighter-fitting gloves 
may result in stings on the knuckles, while larger 
gloves reduce dexterity.

Replacing beekeeping gloves every 1 to 2 years 
is an important management practice to prevent 
spreading diseases from one colony to another. In 
addition, gloves will absorb propolis, wax, honey, 
and sweat, which causes leather gloves to stiffen. 
Beekeeping gloves usually need to be replaced more 
often than a bee suit, and a bee suit is generally only 
replaced when it rips or zippers fail.

As you advance as a beekeeper, you may find 
yourself ready to shed the heavy-duty gloves for 
some hive inspections. A good middle ground 
between full gloves and going completely gloveless 
is using nitrile gloves. Bees can sting through most 
weights of nitrile gloves, but they often do not try—
perhaps due to the non-animal texture and smell. 
Nitrile gloves can give better dexterity and “feel” 
while still providing some degree of protection for 
those looking to make that transition.

Remember: Many materials used in suits and gloves 
are flammable, and may melt if the smoker is too 
close to the fabric or if embers fly out of the smoker.

Additional online resource available through 
AgriLife Learn, Beekeeping 101:

► Texas A&M AgriLife Learn: Setting Up Your Apiary
► Texas A&M AgriLife Learn: Beekeeping Equipment - 

Tools

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension is an equal opportunity employer and program provider.

https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/setting-up-your-apiary/01t4x000004OUcbAAG
https://agrilifelearn.tamu.edu/s/product/beekeeping-equipment-tools/01t4x000004OUcXAAW
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