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An unseasonably wet, early summer has brought out some strange insects.  In addition to our usual summer pests, there are some new
ones you may be noticing.  Read on to learn what to look out for this summer!

 

WEBWORMS INVADING TREES 

Fall webworms seem to have come early this year!  We are far
from fall, but trees infested with webworms are evident all around the
San Antonio and Hill Country areas.  Webworms are caterpillars that
build silk webs around branches and leaves.  Webworms will feed on
a variety of trees including: hickory, mulberry, oak, pecan, poplar,
redbug, sweet gum, willow, and other shade, ornamental, fruit and
nut trees.  

The webs formed by webworms serve as protection from
predators like wasps and birds.  This webbing has a consistency
much like panty-hose.  It is hard for pesticides and predators to
penetrate, making a perfect home for hungry caterpillars.

If you have webworms, it is important to know that they will not
kill the tree.  The caterpillars will consume all of the green leaves,
leaving only the veins, but the tree will leaf out again.  However,
until then, you may be left with a tree striped completely of its leaves. 

If webworms are bothering you, there are many different control
options.  Non-chemical options include breaking open the webs as
often as they form.  This allows birds and other predators to feed on
the webworms.  Webs can be broken apart with long sticks or sharp
blasts of water.  You may have to break webs open twice a day,
depending on the severity of the infestation.  Chemical options are
available in organic and non-organic methods.  Non-organic methods
include liquid products containing the active ingredient carabaryl or
permethrin.  Liquid formulations of Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) and
spinosad are organic options that are very effective.  Be sure to break
open as many webs as possible to allow the pesticide to penetrate the
web to the webworms. 

A PLAGUE OF LOCUSTS

Just like in Biblical times, Central Texas is experiencing a
plague of locusts in certain areas.  The Central Texas Katydid (an
insect closely related to grasshoppers and crickets) has been reported
in mass quantities throughout central Texas.  True katydids look very
similar to grasshopper with antennae longer than their body, and
dome-like wings that resemble leaves.  At first glance, they may
appear to be dead leaves.  They can also sing, making a sound similar
to cicadas.  When in plague-like proportions they can be deafening.  

Texas Parks and Wildlife is interested in the progression of the
katydid outbreak.  If you believe you have a true katydid invasion,
visit the following website for positive identification and more
information on reporting new infestations:
http://www.texasento.net/robustus.htm

Texas Cooperative Extension is not tracking the movement of
true katydid; you must visit the Texas Parks and Wildlife website
above.
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Insect Questions & Answers

Q. Is Diatomaceous Earth an effective pesticide?
A. Yes, when used properly and in the right situations.  Diatomaceous earth is an abrasive substance that cuts the waxy outer layer of

an insect and other related animals with an exoskeleton.  However, when diatomaceous earth is moist, it becomes clumpy and is not
very effective.  If you choose to use diatomaceous earth, be sure not to inhale it (wear a mask if the label instructs or during windy
days) and only apply in dry areas and when humidity is relatively low.

Q. Are pillbugs bad?
A. It depends.  Due to the wet weather lately, we have seen an abundance of pillbugs, who love moist environments.  Pillbugs are

mainly just a nuisance, but in large numbers they may feed on leaves, damaging gardens and other plants.  General bug baits are
good options to control pillbugs. 

Q  Will Trichogramma wasps control webworms? 
A.    Not immediately.  It may take up to three years before you start seeing a control of webworms by trichogramma wasps.  You      

must give them time to establish a good populations, and you will probably have to do multiple releases to accomplish this.   Use 
them if you continuously have webworm infestations, but otherwise you may not get good results until it is too late.

WHAT TO DO WHEN BEES SWARM 
You may have heard about the decline of beekeeper’s bees on the news lately, but apparently nobody told our bees they are scarce!  Although I
have had a few calls about a lack of bees around concerned homeowner’s flowers, I am having far more calls about bee swarms and bees taking
up residence inside walls of homes.  

If you see a large mass of bees balled up and hanging from a branch or attached to a wall, that is a swarm. The old nest got too large, and the
queen probably took off with some workers to find another home. These bees are generally harmless unless disturbed. They are in transit and
will move from the area once they find a suitable home. To prevent them from nesting near or in your home, seal up all holes and voids in brick
or stone walls, siding, eves, roofs, and trees. If you feel you need to kill them, you can mix one cup of liquid soap to a gallon of water. Spray
them with a fine mist until all the bees drop down. The soapy mixture is so concentrated that it clogs their pores, killing them. However, once

they are dead, you will need to rinse the soapy mixture off of any desirable plants.

If you have noticed them buzzing around more frequently, you may have an established nest in
your area. If you have located it, the best control measure is to call a pest control operator to treat
the nest. They have the proper equipment and training. Make sure to ask them if they have bee
experience.

Many people are aware of Africanized bees. Although they are called "killer bees," their venom
is no more deadly than a regular honey bee. They are just much more aggressive and easily
agitated. They have spread throughout more than one half of the state of Texas, so we are no
longer recording where they are found. 

Also, the only way to identify the Africanized gene is through DNA testing or by a honeybee
expert. Bee keepers are experienced and are a good source to call for bee removal if you are
reluctant to kill them. But they must be licensed by the Structural Pest Control Board in order to
legally charge for bee removal. Ask if they are licensed, and if not, call another. If the bee keeper
removes the bees, and does not charge, that is legal.  

For more information about bees or links to the colony collapse phenomenon visit http://honeybee.tamu.edu/ .
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